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	D.I.Y.  Fundraising

	Whatever kind of group you are, it is likely that you will have to do some fund-raising yourself. There may be no other way of raising the money, for one thing. For another, most funders like to see evidence that you are trying to help yourself. So DIY fund-raising gives you credibility with funders. It may also:

* give you credibility within your community

* give you additional publicity

* help members of the group to feel part of something, feel they're 

  contributing to the community

* allow people to gain skills and confidence in themselves

There are lots of things you can do: dances, discos, fêtes, fairs, jumble sales, fashion shows, coffee mornings, pie and peas suppers, the list goes on.

The Law

Most of the things above can be done without special permission.  For some, it may be necessary to be a registered charity.  For more information and advice, please contact GVOC staff or Gateshead Council’s Licensing Department – details overleaf.
Things to consider

* Who are you trying to get money from? Is it always the same people? Is it the people who can least afford it? Can you alter this?

* What else is happening in the area?  Will this have an effect on your fundraising?

* How many people can you count on for support?

* What do you need to do in advance? Will it cost?

* How will you publicise it? How much will this cost?

* What will you do if it rains/snows/ there's a power cut?

* Do you need to take out some insurance? Or extra insurance?

* How much, in total, will it cost to run?

* How much, realistically, can you expect to make?

* Is it the kind of activity that will go with the image and ethos of the group?

* Is it worth the time and effort on the return you will make?

* Will it be fun?  What benefit will attendees receive?

* Do you have any contact with any organisations/companies that operate employee support schemes?

* Do any other members of the group have any contacts?

Some more ideas:

Antiques road show

Garden party
Auctions

Hairdressing demonstration
Balloon race

Jail Breaks
Barbecue

Jumble sale
Barn dance

Lawn mowing
Bed race                                                  

Local history tours
Bingo

Lottery draws
Bring and buy sale

Lunch with speaker
Bungee jumps

Mile of pennies
Buy a brick

Plant sale

Cake sale

Printed T-shirts

Car Boot Sales

Quiz games

Carnival

Race Nights

Carol singing

Raffle

Coffee morning

Second-hand book sale

Concert

Sponsored events

Craft fair

Tombola

Diaries/ calendars/Christmas cards

Tournaments

Disco

Treasure Hunts

Fancy dress ball

Trivial pursuits night

Fashion show

Waste collection

Fête

Whist drive

Flag Days

Wii competitions

Fun run
Window cleaning

This kind of fundraising for your group can be immensely important as there are few restrictions on the money raised (as long as you are using it to further the aims and objectives of the group).  A well organised and successful event can bring great publicity to the group and local community.

For further information please contact Gateshead Council’s Licensing Section on 0191 433 2830 or 3178.
For further information

Contact GVOC between 8.45 am and 4.45 pm - Monday to Friday

Telephone: 0191 478 4103    Fax:  0870 705 8702   
E-mail:  enquiries@gvoc.org.uk     Internet:  www.gvoc.org.uk

Registered charity number 1137389
A Company Limited by Guarantee Registered in England & Wales
Company Registration Number 7302622
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