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	Patrons

	Patrons are people who lend credibility or support to the cause of a charity or voluntary organisation.  They are not involved in any way in its management, nor do they have any legal responsibilities.  Patrons can thus be helpful in fundraising and public relations; for instance, they may be prepared to be named on letterheads or in annual reports, and can help to gain media coverage if they are willing to attend events.

A good patron will be:

· genuinely well known, relative to the aims and purpose of the organisation

· available to visit the organisation, attend events or assist in other ways (even if only infrequently)

· prepared to be briefed about the organisation and its cause, so that he or she can answer questions

How does an organisation find patrons?

Finding patrons is often a matter of following up an organisation’s contacts.  A personal approach is most likely to succeed, and it is obviously helpful if organisations can provide some information about their work, activities and why potential patrons might take an interest.

Organisations do not need any special powers to appoint patrons, though it is advisable to get agreement in writing that people are willing to be named as patrons.

Further information

The Trustees Services Unit’s Helpline (0171 833 1818) gives telephone advice to trustees on their role, responsibilities and problems.  It is staffed during office hours (until 6.45pm on Wednesdays).

Kirkland, Kate, (ed.), The Good Trustee Guide: A Resource Organiser for Members of Governing Bodies of Charitable Companies, NCVO Publications, 1994.

The information on this sheet is taken from an information sheet prepared by NCVO.

The information is intended for guidance only and is not a comprehensive statement of the law.

For further information

Contact GVOC between 8.45 am and 4.45 pm - Monday to Friday

Telephone: 0191 478 4103    Fax:  0870 705 8702   
E-mail:  enquiries@gvoc.org.uk     Internet:  www.gvoc.org.uk
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